Py 


— —— — — 


8 


o R, * 
2 REFUTATIQ N 
o F 
T—— P——'s REeMARKs on ſome late 
PUBLICATIONS, 


(Namely, The Mopern PLASTERER detected, and 
The DaucaTER's DEFENCE), &c. 


\ "OE Lad i * e I” — i Rey : 


By W N Q Op Y, 


— 


—— 
- — G 
0 Y 
—— — — 


The Horn of Moab is cut off, and his Arm is broken, 
Jaith the Lord. Jer. chap. xlviii, ver. 25: 


How long will ye imagine Miſchief againſt a Man ? 
Ve ſhall be ſlain all of you: as @ bowing Wall ſhall 
ye be, and as a tottering Fence. They only con- 
.SULT to CAST HIM DOWN FROM HIS EXCELLEN= 
CY; THEY DELIGHT IN Lizs ; they BLESS with 
thetr MouTH, but they CURSE INWARDLY. Plaim 
Ixii. ver. 3 and 4. 
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A hs Remarks, Se. 


AVING read your Remarks, wherein you endea- 
your, under a maſk of CAN DOUR, MODERATION, 
FRIENDSHIP, AND Lov, to beſpatter with “ oblique 
ſlander the reputation, doctrine, faith, and ſervices of a 
worthy Miniſter of the Goſpel, I have thought fit to make 
you this Reply, judging with you that „it would be both 
« cowardice and injuſtice to ſtand neuter for the ſake of 
« peace, Where truth is concerned.” 
That“ n judgment is the privilege and property 
« of eyery man in temporal concerns, may be readily 
granted ; but to know the tidings of ſalvation, and the ſpi- 
ritual concerns of the kingdom of Chriſt, is not the pri- 
vilege and property of every man. And he ſaid unto them, 
unto you it is given ts know the myſtery of the kingdom of God 
but unto them that are without all things are done in parables, 
that «jane they may ſee AND NOT PERCEIVE, and hearing 
B 2 they 
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they may hear AND NOT UNDERSTAND, Jef at Any TIME 
they ſhould be CONVERTED, and their Sins ſhould be forgiven 
them. Mark, chap, iv. ver. 11 and 12. 
It is the buſineſs of the Lord's Servants to bear a faith- 
ful witneſs to the truth, let the generation in which they 
live be ever ſo crooked and perverſe, and to teſtify to the 
world that their deeds are evil, although every one ſhould 
cry aloud for moderation, candour, and ſmooth things, 
and accuſe them of uſing bad words, and being of a b:tter 
and petulant ſpirit, Thus did they of old to the Lord; 
for many of them ſaid he hath a devil, anil is mad, John, 
Chap. x. ver. 20; and if they have called the Maſter of the 
Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them of his 
Houſehold? Matthew, chap. x. ver. 25. The Lord came 


not to fend peac? on the earth, but a ſword, Matt. chap. x. 


ver. 34. Miſtake not therefore his command, « Love one 
another” ; it was ſolely confined to his flock, for if any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him, 1 
John, chap. ii. ver. 15. 


Is it becauſe the Lord will not gratify the ſenſuality of 


| thoſe who are infidels in principle, phariſces in- profeſlion, 


and hypocrites in practice, by working ſigns and _wonders 
amongſt them through the Holy Ghoſt, that he has there- 
fore left his church in the dark, ſo that a man muſt sus- 
PEND JUDGMENT till the day when ſuch as have not em- 
braced the truth in the love of it, and reſiſted error ſted- 
faſt in the faith, ſhall receive that recompence of error 
Which is meet, and have their portion with all liars in 
unquenchable fire? Behold now is the accepted time, behold 


mew is the day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. chap. vi. ver. 2. God 


hath ever converted his people, not by the effect of exter- 
nal 


5 
nal ſigns and wonders on their natural intellects, but by 
pouring out his ſpirit into their hearts. If the Saviour ſay 
to any one, Ariſe, and follow me, it is enough; and in 
old time, after this manner, us many as were ordained ids 
eternal Iife believed, Acts, chap. xiii. ver. 48. And what= 
ever carnal profeſſors may talk about ſuſpenſion of judg- 
ment, we know that it is the office of the ſpirit to guide 
into ALL TRUTH, John, chap. xvi. ver. 13; and the Sa- 
viour cauſes all his ſheep to hear his voice, to know and 
to follow him, and to fice from ſtrangers, John; chap. x: 
ver. 5 and 27. 

How can © TRUTH REIGN ALONE” without this bleſ= 
ſed ſpirit? Nay, how ſhould it reign ALONE, without 
every refuge of lies be ſwept away? And how is this 
to be done, but by ſeparating from, and oppoſing and 
reſiſting falſe teachers and hypocrites, ſtedfaſt in the faith ? 
Is it not manifeſt then that this ſeparation and oppoſition; 
which is the WoRK of the HoLy SPIRIT, is by you 
branded with the name of PARTY PREJUDICE, PRIDE 
or Men, and the Fruits of a BAD and BITTER SP1= 
Ir? And how differeth this from the ſaying of the 
Phariſees, he caſteth out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the 
devils ? 

Where ſhould a man find the church of Chriſt, if 
EVERY PARTY PREJUDICE toas fo die away? And what 
muſt a believer think of you who wiſhes to eſtabliſh ſuch 
a thing? Let Calvin, the Pope, Arminius, Arius, Soci= 
nius, Sabellius, &c. all ſhake hands, think and let think; 
and that would pleaſe you. Let all manner of hereſies 
grow up in the church, and let truth be caſt down and 
the vineyard of the Lord be laid waſte ; and, according to. 

your 


. 


n 
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your account, all Would be well! Think not to vend 
ſuch ſubtil poiſon, or to dazzle the eyes of the Lord's 
people with a painted ſepulchre or whited wall. Many have 
reſiſted unto death, and have given their, bodies to the 
burning ſtake, for the teſtimony of the word of God ; and 
I doubt not but, in the preſent day, there is an elect rem- 
nant, who; if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to bring them to 
trial, would do the ſame in the face of many graceleſs re- 
volters. 8 ; | | 
Having paſſed over your Preface, I ſliall now take a 
view of your Book. 

You proceed with the old leaven, telling us that © con- 
« troverſial writings of all kinds ought to be carefully 
« handled, but in nothing fo much as religion; becauſe, 
«© in the preſent ſtate of things,” [to wit, an unregenerated 
mind] “ we are ſubje& to innumerable infirmities,” [no 
leſs than groſs darkneſs] “ and our paſſions often take the 
« lead both of reafon and religion.“ 

You ſpeak as from experience, and no doubt but your 
experience and religion are both of a piece: but with one 
that is taught of God, it is not ſo; for the ſpirit helpeth 
his infirmities, and taketh the lead both of his paſſions 


and reaſon, and his religion agrees that it ſhould be ſo. 


I know that the Lord is of long forbearance as well as 
you, and the patience of his ſervants is much tried, as it 
has alſo been in days of old. The children of Iſrael pro- 
voked the ſpirit of Moſes, ſo that he ſpake unadviſedly with 
his lips. They did nat DESTROY THE NATIONS concerning 
whom the Lord commanded them, but were MINGLED AMONG 
THE HEATHEN, and learned their Wonkks. Pſalm cvi. 
ver. 33, 34, and 35. Though I am far from fearing, as 

| you 


ET 3 
you do, for J have not the ſhadow of a doubt of it, that 
« many touches in theſe latter days are equally ſinful and 
« diſpleaſing in the ſight of God.” Moe to them that Jol 
Hovuss To HovsE, that lay FiELD To FIEID, fill there 
be no place. Iſaiah, chap. v. ver. 8. 

If you were really as little acquainted with the Combina- 
tion, and their ſeveral Charges, when you firſt read the Pub- 
lication, as you pretend to be, how is it that you ſhould 
inſtantly ſet about to write for them, and declare them to 
be men of long ftanding in the church and miniſtry of 
Chriſt? And upon what enquiry, and on what grounds, 
was it that you found it was very far from their thought 
to attack Mr. H------ , and his miniſtry? As to your ſay- 
ing it muſt fall before common ſenſe, is nothing, Facts 
are the proper objects of common ſenſe. Combinations 
have ever been raiſed againſt the Lord's ſervants; and I 
am ſatisfied that thoſe who live in ſecurity and eaſe, and 
meet with no oppoſition from the Phariſees, are baſtards, 
and not ſons, having not ſeparated from the world by 
taking up the croſs, and enduring hardneſs, as good ſol- 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt, | 

The firſt performance, you ſay, contains many bitter 
inveCtives, and you were ſorry to ſee them. I believe 
you : but I think the ſecond performance has ſhewn you 
that you might repreſent the Bible in the ſame light if. 
you thought proper; and I doubt not but, if you had 
lived in the times of the Prophets, you would have been 
as ſorry to have ſeen their invectiyves; nay, would you 
not now be glad to have them all put out of the Bible? 
Do you not like ſnooth things? And are you not then 
a fit Pillny to prop up thoſe who prophecy Dereits ? 
Zou 
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Yau ſay, to be zealous in a good cauſe is juſt, to con- 
« tend earneſtly for the faitk, to fix truth upon its rightful 
« throne.” Satan ſpeaks truth ſometimes, but he con- 
tradicts it with the next breath; and you imitate him in the 
words that immediately follow, « but let us be careful to 
« combat truth with truth,” I never knew that truth was 
at war with itſelf, Ja kingdom be divided againſt itſelf that 
kingdym cannat fland, and if a houſe be divided againſt itſelf 
that louſe cannot land. Mark, chap iii. ver. 24. But truth 
{.!! ſtand for evermore. It is the buſineſs of TRUTH to 
Combat ERROR, and error is continually at war with truth, 
furrounding and loading it with calumny ; notwithſtanding 
truth ſhall obtain an everlaſting victory: the ſtrong man 
hall be bound by a ſtronger than he, and his houſe ſhall be 
ſpoiled. 

You fay you do not want to turn ſchool-miſtreſs As 
you have not thought proper to declare your name, it ap- 
pears not whether you are of the maſculine or feminine 
gender ; ; but from the ſpecimen you have given, I think. 
you a very improper perſon fox the ſtation either of ſchool- 
miſtreſs or ſchool-malter, at leaſt I could not in conſcience 
put either a ſon or daughter under your tuition, 

l The word Anlinovice, at which you carp, is inoffenſive 
furely. I ſuppoſe you would rather be deemed an AnT1- 
NOVICE than a Novice: you are at liberty, however, to. 
take it ironically. Paul tells us that the DEVOUT and 
HONOURABLE WOMEN raiſed perſecution againſt him and 
Barnabas, and yet I cannot but think theſe pEVOUT 
WomMeEN were ſtrangers to piety. | 

Your pretended ORIGINAL of the Abr ee is a mere 

Sorruption of the marginal tranſlation; and what does it 
| prove * 
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1 
prove ? does it eſtabliſh the Plaſterer's falſe harangue about 
lather bottles? or does it ſet aſide Mr. Hs obſervations 
thereon, wherein he has ſhewn that the Greek might, with 
as much propriety, be rendered caſks as bottles, and that the 
true reading is veſſels, and ſo the myſtery vaniſhes without 
turning aſide to FABLes ? | 

Your ſaying that Miſs Morton's motto is as applicable 
to herſelf as to Mrs. De Fleury, is falſe. The text does 
not ſay, I ſuffer not a WoMAN to teach nor to uſurp au- 
thority over THE WOMAN: but I ſuffer not a WoMan to 
teach nor to uſurp authority over the Man. It was the 
MAN (and ſuch a man as is approved, choſen, and ſent out 
by God into the miniſtry, as Mrs. De Fleury alſo allows) 
that ſhe preſumed to teach: and by Miſs M--- was the 
haughtineſs and pride of Mrs. De Fleury rebuked for 
uſurping an authority expreſsly prohibited in ſcripture. 

The terms hackney writer, one that will write upon 
« any ſubje& for a penny to cut a floriſh in the world, 
« ſound not well,” you ſay, „“ from E M.“ 
Perhaps they may not ſound well from R M-; but 
if one may judge from your pretended ſhort acquaintance 
with the Combination, they ſound the truth to you. 

Your conſcience, however, grapples at the taſk of vin- 
dicating certain of the Combination from charges of levity, 
and therefore there need be no apology made for E----- 
M-----, for ſetting ſuch men at naught, eſpecially as you 
own that ſhe paid at the ſame time the utmoſt reſpect to 
Mr. H---------, whom ſhe knew to be a ſervant of the 
Lord by bleſſed experience: the Lord having ſo far 
fignalized his miniſtry, as to make choice of it ſor her con- 


verſion, in preference to any other; and I believe many 
C have 
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have experienced the ſame thing, however you may en- 
deavour to brand him and his labours with contemptuous 
ſnecrs. 

I would have honor paid, you ſay, to whom honor is 
due, but at the ſame time to be careful in ſlighting any, 


Why then do you diſhonour thoſe to whom it is due, and 


find fault with Miſs M----- for honoring the ſervant whom 
God honored by her converſion? Why ? Becauſe ſhe ſet 
light by thoſe whom even you have not ventured to vindi- 
cate from charges of levity. “ Be careful in lighting 
ANY.” Then come Arminian, Antinomian, Papiſt, 
Arian, Socinian, it matters not who, and ſhare the honors 
with the Lord's ſervants! Thus your RELIGION and SELF 
are both manifeſt. . There can be little doubt, but for a 


meſs of porridge and a piece of bread, you would ſay of any 


one, under any denomination, as well as of the Plaſterer, 
that no weapon formed againſt him ſhall proſper, and 
« every tongue that riſeth in judgment againft him he ſhall 
« condemn!” But certain it is that the beaſt and falſe 
prophet, Rev. chap. xix. ver. 20. and all liars, Rev. chap. 
xXi. ver. 8. and chap. xxii. ver. 15. and whoſoever are 
not written in the book of life, Rev. chap. xx. ver. 15: 
ſhall have their portion in the lake of fire. The ſaints are 
they who have fought the Lord's battles, and have over- 
come. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, Rev. chap. 
xxi. ver. 7. Do you not know that it is the ſaints that ſhall 
Judge the world? Cor. chap. vi. ver. 2. 

As to the miſtake about the college, if it is one, for I 
think it not worth enquiring into, is a matter of no mo- 


ment; whether it was the Univerſity of Oxford or Cam- 


bridge which the Plaſterer was at, can be of little conſe- | 
quence ; 


quence: Mr. H----, in The Plaſterer Detected, p. 1 35 
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ſays, Ox FORD OR CAMBRIDGE. I dare ſay, if there ſhould 
be another edition of Miſs M-----'s pamphlet, ſhe will be 
ready to rectify the miſtake, if it appear that it really was to 
Oxford he made his viſit. | 

But how come you to be ſo clear with reſpe& to the 
cauſe of his quitting the Univerſity, if you were not parti- 
cularly acquainted with him, and in what charge he was 
employed, before you ſaw the performances you refer to ? 
And how is it that on reading ſuch performances, you 
% COULD NOT HELP THINKING THEY (the Combination) 
© SURELY HAD LITTLE ELSE To Do” than to combine 
againſt a ſingle perſon, „but upon cLosER ENQUIRY 
« found them engaged in various charges, and that VERY 
% FAR WAS IT FROM THEIR I HOUGHT ANY SUCH 
« DESIGN:?“ How doth your conſcience ſtand affected? 
Remember a ſword is upon the liars, and they ſhall dote. 
Jer. chap. I. ver. 36. | 

It is evident enough in what manner you have run to 
Chriſt, when you ſuggeſt, that © it is eaſier to run into a 
« Redeemer's boſom, than to touch the hem of the gar- 
« ments of ſome good men and valuable divines.” To 
run into the Redeemer's boſom is not a carnal, neither a 
light matter, nor ſhall any ever run there but whom the 
father draweth. John, chap. vi. ver. 44. But many hy- 
pocrites have done the other, and crept into the boſom of 
good men, till God made it manifeſt that they did not be- 
long to the houſehold of faith. 

You fay, „and alſo Mr. Weſley, though he differs in 
judgment, will this juſtify ſuch harth expreſſions which 
* treat him as an impoſtor that is not likely to enter the 

C 2 « kingdom 
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[ay 


« kingdom of Heaven? Is this endeavouring to reſtore 
« ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meekneſs? But I aſk, Is it 
not the grand criterion of an impeſtor to ſtand up and op- 
poſe the judgment (if it may be ſo called) of God's miniſters 
and ſervants? And is not the reward of this damnation ? 
Would any dream of re/foring one who was never ranked 
as a member in any congregation or church of Chriſt ? 
Or, if he had, by what authority would you reſtore him 
before he had made an open acknowledgment of his errors, 


and requeſted reſtoration ? The text, however, ſimply re- 


lates to the members of a congregational church, when 
any one is overtaken in a fault; but you are at liberty to take 
Mr. Weſley by the hand as long as you pleaſe : you are a fit 
companion for him, and let birds of a feather flock toge- 
ther. Having joined the Britiſh Pope, you will have every 
neceſſary qualification for joining the Romith Pope; 
for the Britiſh Pope teſtifies, in his letter to the Papiſts, 
« there are points enough in which we are agreed, and 
«-why ſhould we fall out by the way?“ 

I hope there will ever be found ſome to ſtand in the gap, 
and to hold up ſuch a one as an impoſtor, nay ſuch an im- 
poſtor as there hath not been ſince the days of the Apoſtles; 
in whom is diſtinguiſhable all that is requiſite to complete 
the top-ſtone and maſter-piece of hereſy and hypocriſy. 
There 1s not an eſſential truth peculiar to the chriſtian faith, 
but he either directly gives it the lie, or holds it in un- 
righteouſneſs, reſerving a ſecret lie in his right-hand. 

Who but a hypocrite would find fault with a Miniſter 
for telling another that “ he thought he was incapable of 
« giving inſtruction in certain cafes”? TI believe Mr. 


H . to be that honeſt man that, if it really appeared 
fo 
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ſo to him, he would not, after the faſhion of the world, 
beſtow lying compliments to pleaſe and prop up the pride, 
vanity, and hypocriſy of the human heart ; but, as a teacher 
of truth, would be faithful in diſcharging his conſcience, 
by declaring a faithful teſtimony among whom, or in what 
place, ſoever he might be. Your intended ſlander is there- 
fore an honor, worthy of him who is a faithful miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; notwithſtanding your accuſation of uncha- 
ritableneſs. And if Mr. M-----'s diſtreſs was not a godly 
ſorrow, but the ſorrow of the world which worketh death, 
I muſt ſay that it was very unbecoming a man who 
is ſtiled an ambaſſador of Chriſt, He that loveth 
father or mother, ſon or daughter, more than Chriſt, and 
that taketh not up his croſs and followeth him, is not 
worthy of him, Matt. chap. x. ver. 37 and 38: nay, if 
a man hate not his father, mother, wife, children, brethren, 
and ſiſters, and his own life alſo, in reſpe& of Chriſt, he 
cannot be his diſciple. Luke, chap. xiv. ver. 26. 

If Miſs M- faid that ſhe believed her Brother had 
no grace, it appears ſhe was not biaſked by human affec- 
tion to violate her conſcience, but ſpoke impartially and 
faithfully ; and if this is the worſt you can ſay of her, 
ſhe has but little to fear from your ſlanders: but I am 
credibly informed that the accuſation is falſe, and I be- 
lieve it. | | 

You ſay you will not dare to judge of ANY ONE's 
Call to the Miniſtry. I ſuppoſe not. Simon Magus 
and the Evangeliſt John are alike to you. But the true 
believer, being directed 0 prove all things, x Theſ. chap. v. 
ver. 21, and to believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, 
whether they be of Gad, becauſe many falſe prophets are gone 


out 


BD 

auf into the world, x John, chap. iv. ver. 1. he will 
try them accordingly; encountering them with the 
ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of God, Epheſ. ch. vi. 
ver. 17; and if he finds them without experience and un- 
derſtanding, ſo that they cannot rightly divide the word of 
truth, but ſtumble on this ſide and on that, being igno- 
rant of God's Law, of themſelves, of Chriſt, and Satan's 
devices, he knows they are not children of the day, but 
of the night. Jf a man walk in the night he flumbleth, be- 
canfe there is no light in him, John, chap. xi. verſe 10. 
And he will ſay to the honor of his maſter, amidſt all 
the oppoſition and perſecution which the devil can raiſe, 
that they are blind guides, and ſent not of God, but by 
the devil, There are but two maſters, and the Lord who 
hath warned his people againſt fending a meſſage by the 
hands of a fool, Prov. chap. xxvi. ver. 6. will ſurely never 
do it himſclf. He hat laboureth in the vineyard muſt firſt be 
partaker of the fruits, 2 Tim. chap. ii. ver. 6. 

The Lord commends the church at Epheſus for being ex- 
pert in this buſineſs, Rev. chap. 11. ver. 2, and at the ſame 
time reproves the church at Pergamos, for having among 
them thoſe who taught the doctrines of Balaam and the 
Nicholaitans, as well as the church at Thyatira, for ſuffer- 
ing the falſe propheteſs Jezebel to teach and ſeduce his ſer- 
vants; Rev. chap, ii. ver. 14 and 20. but you will not 
dare to judge of ANY : indeed it is not fit you ſhould. Suſ- 
pend your judgment till you partake of a goſpel ſupper With. 
the Lord; for I perceive you are yet in the gall of bitterneſs 
and the bond of iniquity. But if you dare not judge of any, 
how is it that you dare pronounce the Combination to be 
men of long ſtanding in the miniſtry and church of Chriſt, 

and 
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and accuſe Mr. H----- of being of a bad, bitter, and pe- 
tulant ſpirit? Is not this judging? You give every one 
room to judge of you. It ſufficiently appears, that you 
are entirely on the fide of freedom of ſentiment,” free to 
ſay and free to unſay, free to every thing but the truth, 
and that you hate, | | 

The children of God care not how little part they haves 
in the glory and freedom of human nature, and therefore 
envy not the privileges of others therein, for their weapons 


are ſpiritual, not carnal. "Themſelves may ſuffer tribula- 


tion, perſecution, the ſword, ſtripes, and burning, and in 
this ſort they reſiſt not, but patiently ſuffer what the glory, 
freedom, aud charity of human nature may think proper to 
inflict ; they © ABRIDGE' none herein; nevertheleſs they 
do and will contend earneſtly for the faith, warning others 
to be aware of Wolves, and of Dogs, and Evil-workers, 
having indeed a form of godlineſs, but denying the power 
of it. | 
It has ever been, and ever will be, one viſible. cri- 
terion of the church of Chriſt, that it is hated and perſecuted 
by the Phariſees, namely, ſuch as preach works. Where 
fore, as to its being © THE GLoky or HUMAN Na- 


« TURE TO BE FREE,” the church hath ever had la- 


mentable experience of the contrary ; for temporally they 
are oppreſſed and perſecuted, and ſpiritually they undergo 
manifold trials and temptations ; ſo that if in this life only 
they have hope in Chriſt, they are of all men moſt miſer- 
able. This glory reſts with you, and not with them, 


your principles are with regard to Mops or Acriox; 
doubtleſs you may both obtain the conſent of your brethren z 
| 5 you 


' ſneaking cunning, by inſinuating in a pitiful manner that 
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you know the world will love his own, John, chap. xv. 
ver. 19. But it appears not to me that Mr, C------- is 
really of longer ſtanding in the miniſtry of Chriſt, and ap- 
probation of the church of Chriſt, than Mr. H; 
nay, it appears not to me that he is yet a miniſter of 
Chriſt at all: but here you diſcreetly left out the word 
Cuklsr, for his houſe has of old time been made a den of 
thieves, Mat. chap. xxi. ver. 13. | | 
I marvel not at your diſguſt to the print of the tickets 
of admiſſion into Mr. H-------'s meeting; as the labourer 
is there repreſented with his axe up and levelled (being di- 
rected by truth) to the root of the tree: an idea which 
can never be reliſhed by a hypocrite. But what do you 
mean by ſaying that his tickets and title pages “ bear 
« every thing they can do, and perhaps if ſociety and laws 
« would allow of it, more they would bear.” Mr. H----- 
publiſhed an explanation of them, entitled the Preacher's 
Coat of Arms, and it is not for you (notwithſtanding your 
creeping under a maſk of candour, moderation, and charity, 
with lying inſinuations and low cunning) to pervert it. 
When you have explained yourſelf in this matter, the 
world will be able to judge to whom the accuſation of a 
blood thirſty ſpirit is due. For my part, if I may be allowed 
the · freedom of ſentiment,” I muſt ſay, I look upon you 
as an incendiary, ſtarted out to blow up ſedition in the na- 
tion, andthen to father it upon the innocent. | 
Ol ſuch as you well may the ſcripture cry out, 7e ſer- 
pents, ye generation of vipers, how can you efcape the damna- 


tion of hell ! Mat. chap. xxili. ver. 33. 
You furniſh your readers with another ſpecimen of your 


Mr. 


* 


Mr. H-------- has preached with his coat off. Lazy 
workmen, you know, will wear two coats, though the 
weather be hot; and the Phariſees cover themſelves with 
long robes, enlarge the borders of their garments, and 
are fond of pompous titles, ſuch as Maſter, Rabbi, Mat. 
chap. xxiii. ver. 5 and 7. Luke, chap. xx. ver. 46. But 
the Lord hath warned his diſciples againſt this practice, 
and therefore I would rather hear Mr. H---------, whoſe 
maſter is Chriſt, whether with or without a coat, whether 
ina barn or ina temple, in a ſtable or in a palace, publiſh- 
ing the undefiled word of God, than hear the moſt extra- 
ordinary pedantic and bombaſtic flouriſhes that were ever 
conceived by the human brains, or hatched in a college ; 
although the exhibitor ſhould be decked with the moſt 
ſplendid robes, or adorned with the beſt gown and caſſock 
in the kingdom, or ſhould have acquired the higheſt _ 
among men which is under the ſun: 

Are you offended with Mr. H- for ſaying that 
Mr. . deſerted an HoxesT LABOUR? I don't think 
he ſpoke ironically. You may reply, his preſent employ- 
ment, as a paſtor, is an honeſt one. I anſwer, ſo it is, if 
he be fit for it, and came honeſtly by it ; but your candour 
will give others liberty to judge of this : and ** 3 know 
them by their fruits, Mat. chap. vii. ver. 16. 

Mr. M------'s conſcience knows beſt on what account it 
was that he did not think proper to pray for Mr. C; 
but the reaſon he aſſigned for ſuch conduct to a certain 
perſon, muſt be as well known to that perſon as to him ; 
and you have not even attempted to invalidate that perſon's 
| aſſertion ; but to ſcreen the matter, you ſignify that do- 
meſtic concerns ought to be held ſacred, which, kowever, 

| D | to 
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to me implies an acknowledgment of what that perſon 
related. 

Your equivocating and ſophiſtical rhetoric to ſcreen Mr. 
B-----, of Graveſend, from the charge of preaching againſt 
Mr. H, amounts to nothing. Mr. H. was 
the perſon whom he unjuſtly and ſhamefully ſtigmatized. 
He exclaimed againſt his bank of faith, ridiculed the ſeveral 
deliverances and providences which God at different times 
had been pleaſed to favour him with, and alledged that he 
took texts which a modeſt man would bluſh at (a fine com- 
pliment to the Prophets) and that he was of a blood-thirſty 


fpirit, &c. And let Mr. B- ſtand forth and poſitively 
deny that Mr. H- was the perſon alluded to if he 
can. Mr. H--------- has already challenged him in this 


point, in his fermon on The Servant of the Lord : where- 
fore you falſely accuſe Mr. H--------- of want of Jove to 


a2 friend, or of doing injuſtice to the ſpeaker ; but both 


theſe are fitly applicable to the Rev. Mr. B-----, whatever 
beſide they may be to T P- -- „who has wickedly 
ſuggeſted that Mr. H- s tickets bear bad marks, and 
would bear worſe if the laws would admit of it. 
- Having gone through this part of your buſineſs reſpecting 
Mr. H., Miſs M., Mr. C-------, Mr. B., 
Mr. M-, &c. and avowed your kindneſs te your old 
friend the Arminian Pope, you come atlaſt, you tell us, to 
the great ſubject in debate. I accord with you that the 
ſubject is truly great, and therefore not fit to be entered 
upon by little minds, viz. ſuch as are not under the 
guidance and teaching of the holy ſpirit. 
You tell us that this ſubje& was « firſt delivered to man 


in the garden of innocence, in the form of a covenant 
& of 
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* of works, or ſuch a divine inſtitution, whereby he ſhould 
obtain the favour of Jehovah, and endleſs felicity.” 
The law of God, it is true, was appointed to man in the 
garden of innocence ; but we have no ſcripture authority 
to talk about a FoRM in this place, as if it put on various 
forms, changed as the moon, or varied as the weather- 
cock. The law is ſimply the ſame, and is as immutable as 
its author, who changeth not, Malachi, chap. iii. ver. 6. 
and with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning, 
James, chap. 1. ver. 17. It therefore retains the ſame 
form, and hath its direction to the ſame end continually, 
There is not the leaſt diſguiſe in the law; it is ever the 
ſame, and all ſhall know it one day or other ; for God 
will by no means clear the guilty from condemnation ; 
wherefore, as the ſcripture no where calls the law either the 
Form or image of a covenant of works, or “ as a covenant 
« of works, and then again „ not as a covenant of works,” 
I chuſe not to adopt ſuch expreſſions, but to keep as near 
to the ſimple meaning of the word of God as the ſpirit of 

wiſdom ſhall direct me. This I think the more requiſite, 
as I perceive what ſort of a one I have to deal with, being, 
J verily believe, ſuch a one as would payn all the ſacred 
doctrines in the Bible to get a name among men, and gra- 
tify his carnal appetite. Having made theſe obſervations, 
for it is right that we ſhould ſtart fair, ſeeing that no man 
ſtriving for the maſtery ſhall be crowned, except he ſtrive 
lawfully, 2 Tim, chap. ii. ver. 5, I ſhall proceed to diſ- 
cover your refuge of lies, drive you out of your lurking 
places, unmaſk your hypocriſy, and ſhew that the wiſdom 
of the world is fooliſhneſs with God. Nevertheleſs I think 


jt not worth while to follow you minutely to and fra 
Ts through 
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through all your giddy turnings, where nothing is to be 
ſeen but confuſion and a heap of undigeſted words, full of 
contradiction ; and therefore ſhall content myſelf with open- 
ing the clue whereby the whole of your dotings and incon- 
ſiſtencies may be unravelled and ſeen, leaving part of the 
unwholeſome food in its crude ſtate, as being by far more 
fitting for dogs than children. 

Now for the remainder of the paſſage already quoted. I 
deny that the law was ſuch a divine inſtitution whereby 
man ſhould obtain the fayour of Jehovah and endleſs feli- 
city. If you had faid RETAIN inſtead of oBTAIN, the 
ſenſe would have been very different, and I ſhould have 
let it paſs. Man was in the faveur of God, and conſequently 
in felicity, when God appointed to him his law. The 
truth then is, that in the law God covenanted with man, 
that ſo long as he ſhould not tranſgreſs the ſame, he ſhould 
not be deprived of the privileges, favour, happineſs, and 
ſtate of life and immortality with which he was then en- 
dowed; but on his touching the prohibited thing, repre- 
ſented under the ſimilitude of eating the fruit of a certain 
tree, eternal death ſhould be his portion. In the day that 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſball ſurely die, Gen. chap. ii. ver. 17. 

In page 19 you labour to confound the covenant of 
works by introducing two laws, one of which you call a 
moral law, the other a poſitive law; the former, you ſay, 
js founded upon the eternal reaſon of things, and requires 
duties, Which as rational creatures, we owe to God and 
« one another ;” the latter, you ſignify, « 1s a law net 
« neceſſarily reſulting from the reaſon of things, and our 
various relations, but is founded upon the ſovereign wall 
of che great law-giver, and ſuited to ſome particular oc- 

L « caſion, 
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« caſion, which may be altered at his pleaſure, of which 
kind was the ſolemn injunction given in the garden of 
* innocence, Thou ſhalt not eat of the tree of knawledge.” 
Thus, through your mighty cunning, you have found it 
out, that the law which was given to Adam was not the 
moral law, but ſuch a one as was alterable at pleaſure, 
though in another place you contradict yourſelf, as I ſhall 
ſhew preſently ; but firſt let us take a further view of this 
matter: © Thou ſhalt not eat of the tree of the knowledge 
« of good and evil,” Gen. chap. it. ver. 17, was the com- 
mand which Adam diſobeyed; but according to you this 
was not the moral law, and conſequently he did not tranſ- 
greſs the moral law, and ſo, of courſe, he remained morally 
good: ſuch is the effect of your doctrine; the moſt extra- 
ordinary ſpecies of Antinomianiſm I ever met with. You did 
right not to mention the Reasow or THINGS With reſpe& 
to this law, for] ſee clearly the thunderbolts of it are quite 
againſt your reaſon of things. You are, however, much 
deceived in thinking that ſuch a law may be altered at 
pleaſure, for it is the immutability thereof which keeps up 
the ſentence of death to eternity. If this law ſhould be 
ſubje& to mutation, there might be, at a future period (as 
| ſome have fondly dreamed) a complete gaol delivery, and 
ſo the phariſees, hypocrites, and devils themſelves, be upon 
a footing with thoſe whom Chriſt hath redeemed ; but T 
believe that all his enemies ſhall for ever be put under his 
feet. The ſmoak of their torment aſcendeth up for EVER AND 
EVER, Rev. chap. xiv. ver. II. where their worm DIETH 
NOT, and the fire is NOT QUENCHED, Mark, chap. ix. ver. 
44 and 48. Be net deceived therefore, God is not mocked ; 
the ſentence of death abideth ſtill in the law both ſure and 
ſtedſaſt, 
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ſtedfaſt, and whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap ; 
for he that ſoweth to his fleſh ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption ; 


zut he that ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit reap life ever- 
lafling, Gal. chap. vi. ver. 7 and 8. And it will avail the 


carnal and ungodly hypocrite nothing at all that the ſword 
of juſtice is © IN THE HANDS oF CHRIST,“ for the © law 
« is ſtill BINDING” to ſuch “ As MUCH As EVER,” and 
the judge of all the earth will do right, Gen. chap. xviii, 
ver. 25. The man that is without the wedding garment 
he will order to be taken away, bound hand and foot, and 
caſt into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and wail- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth, Mat. chap. xxii. ver. 13. 

But on page 17 you ſignify, that the law publiſhed on 
mount Sinai was a ſummary of that which was given to 
man in the garden of innocence, and that no age or cir- 
cumſtance below could alter its nature and deſign. Now 
how is it if this law is unalterable, as you allow, and is 
a ſummary of that which was given to man in the garden 
of innocence, that you ſhould ſo ſtrangely wander out of 
the way, as to tell us, in page 19, that the law given to 
Adam was not the moral but the poſitive law, which may 
be altered at pleaſure : or, on the other hand, if the para- 
difical law be not permanent, but may be altered at plea- 
ſure, and the Sinai law is a ſummary of it, how is it that 
you aſſert that the Sinai law is ſuch as cannot be altered by 
either time or circumſtance? Here is a jumble of ſtuff in- 
deed; a law founded upon the ſovereign will of the great 
law-giver, and yet not founded upon it; a law founded on 
the eternal reaſon of things, and yet not founded on the 
reaſon of things; a law which is both moral and not 
moral; changeable, and unchangeable. Thus you ſay and 
n < EE _ 
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unſay, that your readers may fee how. conſiſtent you are, 
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and what your refuge is, and ſo diſcover what family you 
belong to without a ſolar microſcope. True it is that 
the Lord taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs, 1 Cor. chap. 
iii. ver 19, for he knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe that they 
are vain, ver. 20; and well might a wiſe man ſay, The legs 
of the lame are not equal, and ſo is a parable in the mouth of 
fools, Prov. chap. xxvi. ver. 7. The ſame obſervations are 
applicable to what you ſay reſpecting the moral law's being in 
the hands of Chriſt; for all who have been taught by the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, know that it is the law which was appointed 
to Adam, which is in his hands, and which you elſewhere 
affirm was not the moral law, as hath been already noticed. 
You aſſert that “ it has been ably proved by ſome, that 
« the very commands of faith and repentance, which ſtand 
1 very principally in the goſpel, were preached and urged 
« by the moral law.” I have heard a deal of talk about 
it, but I never ſaw it proved. The law delivered upon 
Mount Sinai, was, according to your own account, a ſum- 
mary of that which was given to Adam; and you have ac- 
knowledged the Sinai law to be the moral law, and of courſe 
it follows that the law appointed to Adam was alſo the 
moral law. Now let it be obſerved, that it 1s the faith of 
Chriſt, receiving and applying remiſſion of fins, which I am 
ſpeaking about. The devils believe there is a God, and 
tremble ; and Adam believed this after he had tranſgreſſed; 
but the law ſhewed him no favour on that account, nay, 


the ſentence of it was thereby ſubſtantiated. He knew 
there was one mighty to execute judgment, and though he 


ſtrove to ſecrete himſelf in the garden, began to deck himſelf 
with fig leaves, and acted the hypocrite, yet the Lord found 
him 
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him out, and he had not a word to ſay either about faith 
or repentance. The law did not preach a word to him 
about either. His fig-leaves and ſelf-righteouſneſs availed 
him nothing. Not a dawn of any thing but fiery indig- 
nation, black diſmay, diſmal terror, and everlaſting per- 
dition could be ſeen. And the law is ſtill the ſame. You 
know no age or circumſtance below could ever alter its na- 
ture and deſign. Think not therefore ſo eaſily to caſt aſide 
the curſe of God's law, by preaching ſmooth things and 
propheſying deceits, falſely pretending that it has been 
ably proved that faith and repentance were preached and 
urged by the moral law. The Arian, Socinian, and Ma- 
/ometan, the nature and ground of whoſe tenets you pro- 
feſs yourſelf ſo well acquainted with, will readily join you 
in theſe lies, to the utter excluſion of Chriſl, and the fal- 
vation which is in him. They will be glad to hear that 
you are openly become their advocate. 

As Mr. H-------- hath never preached up a law which 
may be altered at pleaſure, but hath conſtantly inſiſted upon 
one perpetual and immutable law, your queries touching 
the abrogation thereof, and additional commands, are 
wholly impertinent and needleſs. You might therefore 
Dave ſpared yourſelf the trouble of canvaſſing pro and con 
the doctrines of Mahometaniſm, Socinianiſm, and Popery, 
for determining theſe weighty points; but theſe, among 
the reſt of your important remarks, I fuppoſe you intro- 
duced to ſhew what an adept you are in all religions, from 


which it alſo appears how little you are influenced by the 
rue one. | 


You 
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You labour hard to prove the perfeRion of the law, and 

ſo to eſtabliſh a ſword upon your own neck. It is not a 
mere ſpeculative matter. The law is more perfect than 
you are at preſent aware of. It is a perfect taſk-maſter, 
inſiſting without any mitigation of a performance in deed 
and in truth, of all that it enjoineth. Nevertheleſs pub- 
licans and harlots ſhall enter into the kingdom of God 
ſooner than the Scribes and Phariſees, for they sa and 
DO Nor; and except a man's righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, he ſhall in na caſe 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, Mat. chap. v, ver. 20. But 
you falſely dream of finding that ſort of perfection in the 
law which is only to be found in the goſpel ; and the old 
enemy of truth and righteouſneſs, that he may the better 
{trengthen your deluſion, hath ſet you moſt ſhamefully to 
pervert the ſcriptures. To prove this fort of perfection 
you quote part of ver, 7 of Pſalm xix. where it is written, 
The law of the Lord is perfe converting the ſoul ; and refer 
alſo to James, chap. i. ver. 25, Where the law of liberty is 
called a perfect law; and theſe words of the Pſalmiſt you 
quote again on page 42, together with the remainder of 
that verſe, and the three following verſes, thinking thereby 
to overturn the tenor of the extracts which you have made 


from Mr. Hs book, entitled The Law eſtab- 


« liſhed by the Faith of Chriſt ;”” but you cannot do it, 


neither can your beloved brethren, even though all their 


heads were to conſult together, and they ſhould join hand 
in hand to effect that one thing. 
You harp much upon the word Law, but you have not 


quoted a ſingle text of ſcripture wherein that word is re- 


ſtrainable to the decalogue, and therefore all the quibbles 
8 you 
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you have raiſed to invalidate Mr. H 's aſſertion, that 
« the decalogue is not the believer's only rule of life,” fall 
to the ground. Who but a bond ſervant and a hypocrite 
would dream of converſion from the decalogue ? 
The word Law is in ſcripture not only applied to the 
decalogue, but frequently to other ſignifications; as firſt, 
to the levitical ſacrifices, ordinances, and ceremonies. The 
Law having a ſhadnv of good things to come, and not the very 
image of things, can never, with thoſe ſacrifices which they 
offered year by year \continually, make the comers thereunts 
perfect, Heb; chap. x. ver. . FS 
Secondly, to the whole five books of Moſes: The Law 
and the prophets were until John, ſince Ihat time the kingdom of 
God is preached, Luke, chap. xvi. ver. 16. And afterwards 
he read all the words of the Law, the BLesSINGS and CuRs- 
INGS, according to all that is written-in the book of the law ; 
there WAS NOT A WORD of all that Moſes commanded which 
Foſhua read not before all the congregation of Iſrael, with the 
women and the little ones, and the ſtrangers that were converſant 
among them, Joſh. chap. viii. ver. 34 and 35. 
- Thirdly, Simply to the word of God, The Law of hy 
mouth is better unto me than thouſands of gold and ſilver, Pſal. 
cxix. ver. 72. Nevertheleſs this paſſage hath a ſpecial 
eye to the promiſes, as more evidently appears from the 
next following verſe but one, where the Pſalmiſt faith, 
They that fear thee will be glad when they ſee me, becauſe I have 
HOPED in thy Worp. And in the 76th verſe he ſaith, 
Let, I pray thee, thy MERCIFUL KINDNESS BE FOR MY 
ComroRT, according to thy Wok unto thy ſervant. 
And fourthly, Solely to the bleſſings iſſuing from the co- 


venant of grace to God's cleft ; Be ye mindful always of his 
Sovenants 


„ 


cavenant, the word which he hath commanded to a thouſand ge- 
nerations, which he made with Abraham, and of his eath unta 
Tſaac, and hath confirmed the ſame to Jacob fir a Law, and 
to Iſrael for an EVERLASTING COVENANT, ſaying, UNTO 
THEE WILLI GIVE the LAND of CANAAN, the lot of your 
inheritance, 1 Chron. chap. xvi. ver. 15, 16, 17, and 18; 
and Pfalm cv, ver. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

De Law of the Wisk is a FoUNTAIN or LIFE Ie depart 
from the ſnares of death, Prov. chap. xiii. ver. 14. The Law 
of THE SPIRIT or LIFE in Chriſt Feſus hath made me free 
from the Law oe Six anD DEATH (to wit, that law 
which is the miniſtration of death, 2 Cor. chap. iii. ver. 7. 
the frength of ſin, 1 Cor. chap. xv. ver. 56. and which 
worketh wrath, Rom. chap. iv. ver. 15.) Where is boaſt- 
ing then? It is excluded. By what Law? or Works ? 
Nay, but by the Law or FaiTH, Rom. chap. iii. ver. 27. 
Teo this head alſo belongs the following paſlage : After 
thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, { will put my Law in their inwatd 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and 
they ſhall be my people, Jer. chap. xxxi, ver. 33. The law 
here is put for the ſpirit, which bringeth pardon and re- 
miſſion of ſins to the conſciences of believers, and ſealeth 
them to the day of redemption ; for in the next following 
verſe the prophet ſaith, And they ſhall teach no more every man | 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, know ye the 
Lord, for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt of them unto the 
greateſt of them, faith the Lord: for I wiLL FORGIVE THEIR 
INIQUITY, and Iwill REMEMBER THEIR SIN NO MORE, 
To the ſame purpoſe Paul quoteth this paſſage in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. viii, See likewiſe the third 

E 2 chapter 
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chapter of his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians. You, 
who are ſo expert in the ORIGINAL of things, ſhould have 
known that in this text, The law of the Lord is perfect con- 
verting the ſoul, the Hebrew, which is tranſlated Law, is 
fitly rendered DocTRINE, as the margin alſo ſheweth ; but 
it was beſide your purpoſe to notice this: your buſineſs was 
to pervert the ſcriptures. David's eye, however, was ſingle, 
wholly fixed upon the ſure mercies given to him in the 
covenant with his bleſſed Redeemer ; for that which converts 
the ſoul, gives it a ſure teſtimony, by making it wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, rejoices the heart, enlightens the eyes, is more dcſireable 


than gold, yea than much fine gold, and is ſweeter than the 


honey and the honeycomb, can never be ſpoken of THaT Law 
which is the miniftration of death, the frength of ſin, the 


* worker of wrath, and the ſlayer of the ſoul, &c. 


It is evident that you are an utter ſtranger to the ſweets 
of the Law which goeth forth from “ Mount Zion ;” or 
you would not pretend that they are to be found on 
« Mount Sinai.” | 

And while I ſee that the Apoſtle James teacheth that he 
who offendeth the Law in one point, is guilty of all, chap. ii. 
ver. 10; that God hath choſen the poor of this world rich in 
Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom, ver. 5; that a rich Man 


| for proud Phariſee) ſhould rejoice to be made low, chap. i. 


ver. 10; and that no man ſhall receive any thing at the 
hands of the Lord, except he pray in Faith, ver. 6 and 7; 
I ſhall not eaſily be brought to think that the perfect 
LAW OF LIBERTY is any other than that which Paul 
calleth the LAW OF FAITH, the LAW OF THE 
SPIRIT OF LIFE which MAKETH FREE from the 
LAW 
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LAW OF SIN AND DEATH; for where the SPIRIT 
of the LORD is there is LIBERTY, 2 Cor. chap. iti. 
ver. 17: in which Freedom and Liberty, he exhorteth the 
Galatians to ſtand faſt, and not be entangled again with 
the Yoke of Bondage, chap. v. ver. 1. 

Alſo, while I read that when the Lord charged Joſhua 
concerning the Law which Moſes his ſervant coM- 
MANDED, he exhorted him repeatedly to be reng and 
of good courage, Joſh. chap. i. ver. 6, 7 and 9, and con- 
firmed his promiſe of giving to him and the children of 
Iſrael the land of Canaan, ver. 2, 3 and 4, declaring that 
He would be witk him, and not fail him nor forſake him» 
ver. 5; and while ] find it expreſs]y written that this 
word (or Law) which Moſes COMMANDED was a de- 
claration of God's mercy, ſaying, The Lord your God hath 
GIVEN YOU REST, and hath given you this Land, ver. 13; 
I ſhall pay no regard to a Seducer, who would interpret it 
as ſpoken of Sinai's Law. It is a common thing for thoſe 
to handle the Law who know not the Lord, Jerem. chap. ii. 
ver. 8, and we read that ſome frame miſchief by a Law, 
Pal. xciv. ver. 20. 

Lou who pretend to ſee ſo great a neceſſity for fulfilling 
the Law, ſhould be wiſer than to eſtabliſh it as the only 
rule of life; for it worketh in the ſoul the very oppoſite 
principle which is requiſite for the keeping of it. The Law 
worketh WRATH, Rom. chap. iv. ver. 15. not Love. 
But you give abundant reaſon for every child of. God to 
conclude that you know nothing ſpiritually and experi- 
mentally either of Law or Goſpel, The Lord knew how 


to 


„ 

to anſwer the Lawyer who tempted him, and put to him the 
queſtion Which is the great commandment of the law?“ 
He knew him to be deſtitute of the love of God; and 
therefore, when He told him to love the Lord his God 
with all his heart, ſoul, ſtrength, and mind, and his neigh- 
bour as himſelf, Luke, chap. x, ver, 27, He ſent him 
away ſelf-condemned. This man remained under the law: 
he was therefore bound to it as his only rule of life. 
After the Lord had anſwered the Lawyer's queſtion, He, 
in return, aſked the Phariſees one which they could not 
anſwer; and no man durſt from that day forth aſk him 
any more queſtions. We have a many ſuch tempting Law- 
yers in our day, whom it requires a good degree of the 
Saviour's wiſdom to ſilence. 

You are right in ſuppoſing that God certainly would not 
give ſuch a Law as by its imperfection ſhould come ſhort 
of any of its ends and purpoſes; but it has an end and 
purpoſe which you appear to be wholly unacquainted 
with, namely, to work wrath, condemn, and conſign to 
eternal puniſhment ; and every one muſt feel the truth 
hereof, either here or hereafter, or both. For ſome are 
killed here whom the Saviour never makes alive; or we 
{hould not hear of perſons dying with all the horrors of 
the damned upon them. Of this ſtamp was Cain, Eſau, 
and Judas; and of this fort are all ſuch as ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt: which ſin is committed by thoſe who openly . 
and maliciouſly reſiſt and fight againſt Chriſt and his Goſ- 
pe}, in the face of light and conviction, their conſciences 
bearing witneſs againſt them when they do it. 


This 


1 

This ſin may be obſerved in another; for St. John 
faith, if any man SEE his brether ſin a ſin which is N 
UNTO DEATH, he ſhall aſk, and he ſhall give him life for 
them that fin not unto death. There is a fin unte death, I do 
not ſay that he ſhall pray for it, 1 John, chap. v. ver. 16. I 
would not be fo uncharitable or uncandid as to apply this 
to your caſe, though I am clear that you fight both againſt 
the truth of the goſpel, and a worthy and able miniſter of 
it; and I am perſuaded that I might add, with no little 
degree of enmity, as well as with ſome degree of convic= 
tion, becauſe you have ſhamefully perverted the ſcriptures, 
and in ſome inſtances where I think you could not but 
know it : nevertheleſs, I would be careful in giving you your 
due, and therefore would gladly, candidly, and charitably 
hope that in many things you offend 7gnorantly and through 

unbelief. | 
I will not ſay as you do, that © if it had been but fo 
much as hinted that the Saviour was come to ſupercede 
the law, or eſtabliſh a new one, ALL THE Evipencte 
OF HIS DIVINE CoMMrsSSION would have FALLEN 
To THE GROUND,” for I believe he taketh not council 
of man in any of his ways, but is that GOD that WILL 
WORK, AND WHO SHALL LEFT IT? He is able 
of 'the ſtones to raiſe up children to Abraham, and it is 
the Fool isn Trincs of this world which he hath 
choſen : carnal wiſdom can neither forward nor retard his 
work a mite. Indeed if the Lord's doctrine had been but 
the OP1NION of a great man, as you name it in page 
25, it might have fallen altogether ; for if it had ſtood only 
| n 
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in an Orixiox propounded to the world, people might 
have eſpouſed or rejected it, as fancy dictated; but when 
T know that it was the PowWER of Gop ux ro SAL- 
VATION, and MIGHTY THROUGH Go to the PULLING 
DOWN of STRONG HoOLDs, and CASTING DOWN IMA- 
GINATIONS, and EVERY HIiGch THING that EXALTETH 
ITSELF AGAINST the KNOWLEDGE of GOD, BRINGING 
ante CarTIvITY EVERY THOUGHT 70 the OBEDIENCE 
or CurisrT, 2 Cor. chap. x. ver. 4 and 5, I am fatis- 
fied that nothing could let or hinder it, much leſs make 
it whally fall to the ground. His word ſhall ever accom- 
pliſh that which he pleaſes, and proſper in the thing where- 
to he ſends it, Iſa. chap. lv. ver. 11. 

Lou impoſe upon your readers a number of extracts from 
different authors, to let them ſee you have read ſomething, 
though barren of that knowledge which is treaſured up in 


the bible. Do you expect that they are to furniſh them- 


felves with libraries of nobody knows what, for the ſake 
of reading your publications, and detecting your hypocriſy, 
falſe principles, and abuſed quotations ? Or do you think 
to turn aſide from the truth, the minds of thofe who are 


taught of God, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh doctrines upon 


other authority than his word? | 
I donbt not, however, but ſome of the authors, if they 
were now living, would reſcue their plundered fragments 
from the murderer's hands, and not ſuffer a public rape 
upon their works, for the purpoſe of caſting down truth 
and waging war with one whoſe miniſtry the Lord doth 


ewn and crown daily. But how miſerably ignoraut you 
| are 


« a | 


are of what you quote. The quotation at the bottom of 
page 27, contains a fit reproof for yourſelf, for verily you 
give us a © falſe and frightful idea of Chriſt, as if he were 
« not a remedy or ſecurity for ſinners againſt the law, but 
« a ſecond Moſes, or a ſevere rigid taſk-maſter, to bind 
« heavy burdens, and lay them upon the backs of ſinners.” 
And your quotation at the bottom of page 49, is worth 
your attention, * becauſe” it appears clearly © the law is un- 


« known to you.“ The lower paragraph (whatever might 


be the deſign of the writer) is deſtructive of all that either 


you or the Combination can advance to eſtabliſh the deca- 


logue the believer's only rule of life. 

I doubt you fight againſt truth in face of light, 
ſince you know this important matter, that the goſpel 
viewed in a proper light, and ſo conſidered, is of itſelf a 
ſtranger quite to commands and conditions. Why is it then 
that your whole drift is to place and conſider it in an im- 
proper tight, and to make the Sinai-law to be the believer's 
rule of life? No man can ſerve two maſters, for either he 
will love the one and hate the other, or he will hold to the 
cne and deſpiſe the other, Mat. chap. vi. ver. 24. If 
thine eye be ſingle thy whole body ſhall be full of light, 
ver. 22. There are, however, ſuch commands in the 
goſpel, as weuld, if powerfully applied to your heart, dif- 
cover to you ſomething which you have not found in the 
law of Moſes. There are ſuch commands as the follow- 
ing, viz. to tate up the croſs and follow Chriſt, Mat. chap. 
xvi. ver. 24; to ſeek the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teouſneſs, Mat. chap. vi. ver. 33; to pluck out the right 
eye, and cut off the right hand, if they offend, that the 
whole body may not be caſt into hell, Mat. chap. v. ver. 

| | F 29 


[a 


oy 4 


tn 4 


29 and 30; to give not that which is holy to the dogs, 
Mat. chap. vii. ver. 6; to beware of falſe prophets in 
ſheep's clothing, ver. 15; to come out of myſtery Babylon, 
and not be partaker of het ſins, Rev. chap. xviii. ver. 4; 


| and to reward her double, according to her works, in the 


cup which ſhe hath filled, to fill to her double, ver. 6. 
But I do not find any of theſe in the decalogue, and there- 
fore I am perſuaded it is not the believer's only rule of life. 
You fay, e there cannot be a ſhadow of à doubt that not 
*« ſingle ſihner has been received into heaven but on the 
ground of this glorious oblation.” But I ſay, there was 
never a ſinner received into heaven who had not firſt ex- 
perienced the killing power of the Law, and who had not 
alſo his heart ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, through an 
effeQual application of the attoning blood and righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by the Spirit of God manifeſting the ſame to him, 
and creating in him faith, peace, love, and joy in the in- 
ner man. 
It is true the Lord did not come to deſtroy the law, but 
to fulfil it ; and neither a jot nor tittle of it was to paſs away 
till all ſhould be fulfilled. I ſhall never contradict that 
which I believe, and the ſcriptures aſſert : but he did not 
come to fulfil it in the manner which you and the Combi- 
nation fondly dream of: to wit, by binding the decalogue 
about his diſciples necks, as the only rule of life. No: 
but by fulfilling it himſelf, for, and inſtead of his elect ; and 
by ſuffering the fiery affliction and puniſhment due to their 
ſins. And after he lad endured the wrath and indighation 
of divine juſtice, he ſaid, © IT 1s FINISHED,” and yielded 
up the ghoſt. Thus « he put unutterable honors on the 
« law,” though not for himſelf, but for his ſheep ; not to 
ſtamp 


1 


ſtamp a greater authority upon it as their rule of life, The 
law had its full authority before, or the Saviour had not 
been made a victim to it. The honors which he put upon 
it are imputed to and conſidered as done by his people, 
inaſmuch as they were undertaken and fini ſhed for them by 
their repreſentative and ſurety. 

To do and to teach the Law, is to believe in the Lad 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the end of the law, and to teach others 
to do the ſame, that they may have a Righteouſneſs in all 
reſpects equivalent and anſwerable thereto. This is to 
tulfil the law, and not to break it. But he who ſtrains at 
a gnat and ſwallows a camel, who ſees more fitneſs in the 
Law than in Chriſt, and ſo never fails to preach it up, as the 
only rule of life, breaketh the law, and teacheth others 
to break it alſo; for not the hearers of the law, but 
the doers of it are juſtified :- however as the Law 
worketh wrath, and is the miniſtration of death, it cometh 
to paſs, that by the deeds of the law no fleſh ſhall be juſti- 
fied, This man, therefore, who thus teacheth, he ſhall be 
called the lealt in the kingdom of heaven, or in ather words 
he ſhall nat come there at all. 25. 

That the Apoſtle Paul delighted in the Law of God after 
the inner man, and abhorred the idea of making it void 
(as you do) I have na doubt ; but before you had put your 
falſe gloſs upon his words, it would have been more candid, 
as well as bane/t, to have informed your readers what the 
Law of God after the inward man is, as that would have 
enabled them to have ſeen more into the fitneſs of 


your obſervations. Some diſcovery, however, of this 


Law, may be had from the words of the ſame Apoſtle 


in his epiſtle to the Epheſians, chap. iii. ver, 14, 15, 16, 


F 2 17, 
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17, 18, and 19. For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Fa- 


ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family of 


heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you according 


to the RichES or Hs GLoRY, Yo be STRENGTHENED 
with might BY HISs SPIRIT In THE INNER Man, Vat 
CHRIST may DWELL in your HEARTS by FAITH, that 


ye being rooted and grounded in LOVE, may be able to com- 
prebend with all ſaints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, and to know the Love or CHRIST which 
paſſeth knowledge, that ye might be FILLED with ALL THE 
FuLLNess oF Gop. From which it is clear, as well as 
from the ſeventh chapter of Romans, in which are the 
words which you quote, that the Law or GoD AFTER 


THE InwarD Max, in which Paul delighted, is the 
Law or FaiTH, the Law oF THE SeiRIT OF LiIrr, 


which in Chriſt Jeſus made him free from the Law of ſin 
and death, A 


Lou acknowledge that it is as any one is enabled to fly 


to the attoning merit of a redeemer, and truſt therein, 


that he is freed from condemnation. It ſhould therefore 
appear from this, that the way to keep clear of condem- 
nation, and ſo to enjoy peace, love, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, is not to fly to the Law of works as a Rule, but to 
Chriſt as a Saviour, who maketh free from condemnation, 
and giveth the Spirit with the fruits thereof, This, 1 
think, muſt be full as PLEASANT” a 4 RLE,“ as that 
of Sinai's Law. | 
Having quoted a few paſſages out of Mr. H- s 
book, wherein he has ſhewn that the decalogue is not the 
| believer's only rule of life, you break out into an appeal of 
unbelief, and an utter perverſion of the 19th Pſalm, as I 
before 


E 7 


before noticed, without attacking the force of any ane ar- 
gument. Your alluſions to David, Sampſon, &c. prove 
nothing at all, at leaſt not for you; for whatever there 
might be of a typical nature in any of the circumſtances 
you mention, yet, if the decalogue is ever binding as the 
only rule of life, the Lord could not violate it, by directing 
man to do an action expreſsly prohibited therein, let his 
end or purpoſe be what it might. That would be to make 
a man a tranſgreſſor by the inſtigation and direction of the 
Lord: wherefore by your method of eſtabliſhing the Law, 
God is made the miniſter of ſin! But if the man 
be no! under the Law, but under grace; be tranſlated from 
the covenant of works into the kingdom of God's dear Son, 
T can ſee neither contradiction nor violation of Law, 
though the Lord ſhould direct him to execute any of his 
righteous judgments, which nevertheleſs could not have 
been done without the greateſt ſin and impeachment of 
God's holineſs, if the man continued under the Dominion 
or His UNCHANGEABLE Law, as a Rule of Life: 
But fin is net imputed when there is no Law, Rom. chap. 
v. ver. 13. Thus you overthrow your own ſyſtem. 
As to thecaſe of Cain, it in no wiſe applies. The com- 
mand that“ whoſo ſheddeth Man's BLOOD, by Max 
« ſhall HIs BLoop be ſhed,” Gen. chap. ix. ver. 6. is 
not of a ſpiritual but temporal nature; it is not a part of 
the decalogue. It was the tranſgreſſion of the covenant of 
works which made that command neceſſary, as a temporal 
puniſhment. Sinai's Law ſays, thou ſhalt not kill, and 
the tranſgreſſion is eternal death, being ſupported by a Law 


which ſhall endure for ever: but that law or puniſhment | 


which is of a temporal nature, muſt ceaſe to be, when 
5 things 
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things of a temporal nature ceaſe; and conſequently has 


nothing todo with the covenant of works which was given 


in Paradiſe and on Mount Sinai. Moreover it does nat 
appear that any ſuch command was given till after the flood, 
and therefore your application of it to Cain is as fooliſh and 
ridiculous as it 1s unjuſt and impertinent, | 

If truth, as you allow, is a grand part of the Spirit's 
teaching, and the fruit of the Spirit is love, Jay, peace, long- 


| ſuffe ring, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, - meekneſs, temperance, 


and againſt ſuch there is na law, Gal. chap. v. ver. 22, 


who but a Pharifee would contend for the decalogue's 


being the only rule of life, eſpecially when it is declared, 
that the Law is not of faith, and worketh in the heart not 
{ove, but wrath and enmity. He who builds again that 


which he once deſtroyed, makes himſelf a tranſgreſſor, 
Gal. chap. ii. ver. 18. 


As the Law was treaſured up in the heart of Chriſt, and 
received full ſatisfaction from him, ſo he tha: hath Chriſt 
hath allo the Law ; but not as a SCHoOLMASTER to his 
FREE-AGENCY, tor in Chriſt he hath the Righteouſneſs of 
the Law, the Law fulfilled, and therefore is in a ſure 
hiding place from the tempeſt. The raghtcaufneſs of the Law 
ic fulfilled in him who walketh net after the fleſh, not after Free- 
agency and a legal Rule, but after the Spirit, Rom. chap. viii. 
ver, 4; for the Law of the Spirit of life maketh him free 
from ſuch ſort of diſcipline. | | | 

Love is the fulfilling of the Law. The man therefore 
who hath Chriſt for his ſurety to anſwer all the demands of 
the Law, and hath moreover the love of God ſhed abroad 


in his heart through a union and communion with his 
Pleſſed Redcemer, he poſſeſſes all that is needſul. What ne- 


ceſſity 


L 39 
ceflity then is there ſor ſuch a one to fly to the decalogue fox 
Rules? He came by this ſurety without the Law, and he 
was made poſſeſſed of this love without the Law. The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, Sc. But the Law, 
whenever applied to for Rules, bringeth a vail upon the 
heart, obſcureth Chriſt, and operateth in wrath. The 
Law worketh wrath, To live unto Chriſt is firſt to die 
unto the Law, and be freed therefrom ;z unleſs you can 
prove that to ſeek the Lord in and live upon the promiſes, 
is not to live unto Chriſt, He who ſets aſide the teaching 
and guidance of the Spirit, by eſpouſing the Law to be his 
only rule of life, rejects Chriſt in all his offices. He rejects 
him as a prophet, becauſe he in effect announces that 
Chriſt himſelf is obligated to teach by the Law; as a PRIEST, 
becauſe he feels not his own malady, but loves his miſer- 
able condition better than the healing balm of a crucified 
Saviour; and as a KiNG, becauſe he prefers bondage to 
liberty, the Law of works to that of faith and the Spirit of 
life. It is the prerogative of Jehovah, the Redeemer, to 
proclaim LIBERTY to the CAPTIVES, and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound, Iſaiah, chap, Ixi. ver. 1. 

As touching the giving, nature, and end of the Law, it 
is ſaid, The Lord came from Sinai and roſe up from Seif 
unto them ; he ſhined forth from Mount Paran, and he 
came with ten thouſands of ſaints ; from his right hand went 
a FIERY LAw, Deut. chap. xxxil. ver. 2. And SEIR 
(which literally ſignifieth a wild goat, ſatyr, or ape; or as 
it hath ſometimes been interpreted, a tempeſt) /hall le a 
PossESS10N for bis ExeMIEs, Num. chap, xxiv. ver. 18. 
The ſeed of Eſau have their dwelling in Se1R, but the 
children of God are not ſuffered to have any abiding there. 
You 


[46 ] 

You are to PASS THROUGH the CoasT of your brethren, the 
children of Eſau which dwell in Sk IR, and they ſhall be afraid 
of you ; take ye good heed unte yourſelves therefore, meddle noi 
with them, FoR | WILL NOT GIVE YOU OF THEIR LAND, 
NO NOT so MUCH AS A Foor's BREA DTR, becauſe I have 
given Mount Seir unto Eſau for a paſſeſſion, Deut. chap. ii. 
ver. 4, 5 and 6. | 

Wherefore, from the many teſtimonies of Divine Writ, 
and the certain knowledge and experience thereof with 
which the Lord has been graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs me, 
I am convinced that the beſt Rur is with David to 
WALK before the Lord in the land of the living by Faith. I 
Believed, therefore haue I ſpoken, Pſalm cxvi. ver. 9 and 10. 
The juſt ſhall live by his Faith, Hab. chap. ii. ver. 4. And 
as the Spirit is not received by the works of the Law, but 
by the hearing of Faith, of which, by divine mercy, I am 
in ſome meaſure a partaker, I think it meet to follow the 
Apoſtle's exhortation : hereto we have already attained, 
let us WALK by the ſame RULE, let us mind the ſame thing, 
Phil. chap. iii. ver. 16. As ye have therefore received 
Chrift F-ſus the Lord, so WALK ye in him, rooted and built 
up in Him (not in the Law), and flablifhed in the Fal TR, 
as ye have bren taught, ABOUNDING THEREIN With 
THANKSGIVING, Coll. chap. ii. ver. 6 and 7; not in 
FREE-AGENCY, SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS, and preaching 
up the Law as the Fou N DAT ION OF ALL REL1G10N; as the 
Phariſees and Hypocrites do; for other FOUNDATION can ne 
man lay than that which is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST, 1 
Cor. chap. iii. ver. 11; in whom neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing nor uncireumciſion, viz. not HUMAN WoRKS, whe- 


ther aftera poſitive or negative commandment, buta new crea- 
ture. 
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ture, Gal. chap. vi. ver. 15; for we are the circumciſion 


WHO WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT, and REJOICE in CHRIST 
Ixsus, and have NO CONFIDENCE in the FLESH, Phil, 
chap. ili. ver. 3; and as many as walk according to 
THIS RULE, peace be on them and mercy, and upon the Iſrael 
of God, Gal. chap. vi. ver. 16. 

You ſhamefully diſhonour the Saviour, if you imagine 
that in his prayer on the croſs, “ Father forgive them, for 
« they know not what they do,“ he included thoſe who 
notwithſtanding ſhould be damned, I believe and am ſatis- 
fied that he never prayed in vain; if he did, what becomes 
of his interceſſion for poor ſinners ? That prayer was not 
merely a SMOOTH SET oF WorDs to ſhew his humility, 
but a powerful prayer for ſuch of his people, as through 
zgnorance were then joining the devil's children in putting 
him to death. The Lord faith, I pray not for the world, 
but for them whom thou haſt given me, John, chap. xvii. 
ver. 9. Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 
me be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory, ver. 
24, Neither can it be drawn as an example, but in ſuch 
caſes where it is diſcoverable the parties we have to deal 
with are really ignorant, as was the caſe with thoſe. 

You ſhew evidently what faith you have in God, when 
after a mean pitiful manner you can caſt a ſlur upon the 
providences with which the Lord in a moſt remarkable and 
aſtoniſhing way frequently ſupported Mr. H-------- in the 


extremity of his wants, and can candidly, carefully, and 

charitably turn them to a matter of ſneer and ridicule. 
When I am told that a man's ſtature is fixed, ſo that 
he cannot add an inch to it ; and that the very hairs of his 
head are numbered, I cannot but think Mr. H--------- 8 
8 | G Maſter 
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Maſter knew how to clothe and fit him with raiment; 
When I know alſo that God has promiſed to ſupply the 
need of his children, and to let them want no good thing ; 
and, to make good his word, that he has ſometimes done 
it by the means of a Raven, I can look upon the many 
gracious providences related by Mr. H, as ſo many 
inſtances of God's faithfulneſs, admire his goodneſs, and 
glorify him on account thereof. And, the ſcorner ſhall 
not always deride : The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget Ged, Pſalm ix. ver. 17. 

Your ſhewing that the Saints who were aſſembled to- 
gether on the Day of Pentecoſt were all of one accord 
proveth not that all the world was of one accord. Go to 
the Chapels in Monkwell and Titchfield Street, and you 
will find the people of one accord : you will ſee how they 
*« love one another“; and, if you are not blind, perceive 
that the Holy Ghoſt is with them of a truth. But they 
cannot love the world; for if any man love the world the 
love of the Father is not in him, 1 John, chap. 11. ver. 15; nor 
can they hold any friendſhip with it, becauſe the friendſhip 
of the world is enmity with God: Wheſoever therefore wil} 


be a FRIEND of the WoRtD ig the Enemy or Gop, 


James, chap. iv. ver. 4. UNIVERSAL CHARITY hath 
no place with them. They cannot but ſpeak the things 
which they have feen and heard, Acts, chap, iv. ver. 23. 
They know not to give FLATTERING TITLES unto men, 
Job, chap. xxxii. ver. 22; and, as they are forewarned 
that there are ſome who by Goop WorDs and FalR 
SPEECHES deceive the hearts of the ſimple, Rom. chap. xvi. 
ver. 18, they are determined not to know the ſpeech of 


any man but the power, for the kingdom of God is not in 
Worp 
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Wonp but in POWER, I Cor, chap. iy. ver. 20, They 
ſes alſo that ſuch as reſiſt the truth, principally legaliſts, 
falſe pretenders, and hypocrites, are to be withſtood open- 
ly: and as ſuch WOLVES ſpare not the Flocł, neither muſt 
HE who is appointed to watch and guard the flicck fpare 
THEM : many threatenings hang over his head if he do. 
It is true the flack may thereby get the name of a 
4 BIASSED PARTY, and a pleaſed G1DDY FEw ;” for the 
children of God are but Few. Narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it, Mat. chap. 
vii. ver. 14. And they are a prejudiced and BIASSED FEW. 
I will put ENMITY between thee and the woman, and between 
thy ſeed and her ſeed, Gen, chap. ili. ver. 15. And 
alſo a 61DDY FEW according to the general notion of things, 
Paul, thou art BESIDE THYSELF, Acts, chap. xxvi. ver. 
24. Theſe men are FULL oF NEW Wine, Acts, chap. ii, 
ver. 13. And when his friends heard of it, they went out 10 
lay hold on him, for they ſaid he is BESIDE HIMSELF, 
Mark, chap. iii. ver. 21. 

Your anecdotes of Brutus, Gael Plato, and Dio- 
genes, without doubt may be fit entertainment for a Deiſt 
who ſucks all his religion from “the reaſon of things,“ 
and hates Chriſt and his Goſpel, but there being nothing” 
of the Shepherd's voice therein, I am perſuaded the Lord's 
people will not attend to them, for he 1s their prophet, 
and him they are to hear in all things, Acts, chap. ut, 
ver. xxii. 

J know the Saviour and his Apoſtles exerciſed meek: 
neſs, humility, and gentleneſs when they had to deal either 
with the church, or ſuch of the world as were groſsly and 
profelledly ignorant of the end and nature of their doc- 
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trine; but you cannot produce an inſtance, when they met 
with a ſubtil, artful, lying. hypocritical oppoſer of Goſpel 
truth, where that was the caſe : And as for either you, 
Mrs. De Fleury, or The Plaſterer's, &c. pretending you 
are not hypocrites, is not to be regarded a ſtraw. It is 
evident enough, without further comment, what you Are. 

The hypocrites of old came with Canpour, and a 
profeſſion of ſincerity. One came with this ſpeech : Goop 
MASTER, what Go THING ſhall I do that I may have 
eternal life * Matt. chap. xix. ver. 16. The Lord, know- 
ing his hypocriſy, ſaid, Why calleſt thou me Goob, there 
is none good but one, which is God? And if, by faith, 
he could then have realized his compliment, and like 
Thomas have exclaimed that the Saviour was RIS LokDand 
His Gon, inſtead of leaning to the Law, verily his ſins 
ſhould have been forgiven him, and he ſhould have de- 
parted in peace, but he had nothing to fay in anſwer to 
this queſtion. The Saviour therefore ſets him to work, 
gives him more to do than he could perform, and fo ſent 
him away ſorrowful. He hath filled the hungry with good 
. things, and the rich he hath ſent empty away, Luke, chap. i. 
ver. 5 3. | 

The tributers came after this manner, Maſter, wt 
NOW that thou art TRUE, and teacheſt the Wax oF Gop 
in TRUTH, neither careſt thou for any man; for thou re- 
gardeth not the perſon of men, Mat. chap. xxii. ver. 16, 
This was as high a compliment as could be given, but the 
Lord perceived their wickedneſs, and ſaid, why temp! ye 
me, ye HyPocCRITEs ? 

Judas, the grand firebrand of hell, at the very moment 
he betrayed the Lord, came and faid, Mafter ! Maſter ! 
ET Dn and 
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and kiſſed him, Mark, chap. xiv. ver. 45. And the 
Pfalmiſt, ſpeaking of the enemies of God, faith, „ere is 
no faithfuln:ſs in their MouTH, their IixwÜARD PART is 
VERY WICKEDNESS, their throat 1s an open ſepulchre, they 

FLATTER with their TONGUE, Plalm v. ver. 9. 
Wherefore ſince theſe things are ſo, and cannot be ſpoken 
againſt, it would appear better on the part of Canpous, 
if, when accuſed of hypocriſy, he was not to be deaf to 
the reproof, and till continue to © ſound out his own 
« fame and praiſe,” as if he was a wonder among men 3 
but to ſearch his heart, compare notes with the word of 
God, aſk conſcience whether he had the Holy Spirit wit- 
neſſing to his ſpirit that he was a child of God? And after 
what manner he received it? Whether by the works of 
the Law, or the Fearing of Faith preached ? Whether 
Chriſt crucified had been made profitable to him ? Whe- 
ther the Redeemer's righteouſneſs was become his garment 
of praiſe, as well as faith and love his breaſt plate ? Whe- 
ther peace was maintained in his conſcience, and how ? 
Whether as a bond ſervant to the decalogue he did not ap- 
proach God's altar in an unlawful manner? For i is written, 
thou ſhalt not go up by fieps unto mine altar, ;hat thy nakedneſs 
be not diſcovered thereon, Exodus, chap. xx. ver. 26. Whe- 
ther he had been admitted to go in and out at the Door, 
and had found paſture, or had been cLimBixG up ſome 
other way as a THIEF and a RoBBER? And whether his 
faith be any thing more than an effort of Self-will, a 
carnal and preſumptuous faith, void of the quickening power 
of God, and the healing balm of a crucified Saviour ? 
Whether his charity be ſpiritual and directed to lawful o- 
Jes by a good underſtanding and a ſound mind? Or whe- 
| ther 
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ther it does not extend ta objects who are manifeſily dire 
adyerſaries of Chriſt and his kingdom? Theſe are the 
queſtions which challenge not only his candid but ſerious at- 
ſention; and which cannot be tao carefully handled by him. 
If CanDouk is a fon of truth, what carefulneſs theſe will 
work in him, yea what clearing of himſelf, yea what IN. 
DIGNATION, yea what FEAR, yea what VEHEMENT DE- 
SIRE, yea what ZEAL, yea what REVENGE, in all things 
he will approve himſelf zo be clear in theſe matters, and NO 
UNIVERSALI1ST, 2 Cor. chap. vii. ver. 11. When this 
is the caſe, CanDouR will underſtand that man's MERIT 
and GENUINE CHRISTIANITY are incompatible, and that 
he is “not to go to Zion for ſalvation, and to Sinai for 
rules,“ will then not only « ſound pretty in the reading,” 
put gloriouſly in his heart. 

He will then ſee that there is a time to Zi as well as 
to heal, a time to break down as well as to build up, a time 
to caft away Stones, as well as a time to gather Stones lo- 
gether, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from em- 
bracing, and that there is not only a time to love but alſo a 
time to hate, and a time of war as well as peace, Eccleſ. 
Chap. iii. | | | 

I ſhall now take leave of the Remarks, &c. only obſerv- 
ing, that if the author ſhould write again, it is expected he 
will ſtep forth and ſhew his face like a man, and not act 
the part of a lurking aſſaſſin that dare not appear in day- 
light, otherwiſe no further heed will be taken of ſuch a 
deſpicable adverſary, but he will be treated with that con- 
tempt to which his own productions will juſtly expoſe him 
in the eyes of every one. 5 MR FA 
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MARIA's SERIOUS ADDRESS. 
BY way of Supplement I ſhall annex a Remark or two on Mrs, 
Maria De Hleury's Serious Addreſs, whereby her true cha- 
racer, which ſhe ſo cautiouſly ſtrives to hide, will ſufficiently 
appear to the diſcerning minds of thoſe who know and love the 
truth. In this I ſhall be as brief as poſſible, and ſubmit the con- 
cluſien. 1 

Firſt, She acknowledges Mr. H. to be a Miniſter choſen 
and ſent out by the Lord. | 

“I ſtill believe you to be & Chriſtian, and that you are ſent of 
* God into the miniſtry. Page 4. | 

Secondly, In the face of this conviction, ſhe in effect pro- 
nounces that he is mad, and hath a devil. 

* It“ [the Sermon on the Servant of the Lord] © breathes A 
te ſpirit directly contrary to his,” [ viz. the devil's ſpirit]. © Iam 
te bold to ſay; and that upon the beſt authority,” [to wit; the 
Holy Ghoſt] there was not a Word or 1T flowed from the 
te divine dictates of the Holy Spirit.” Page z. 

© You have drank into an awful ſpirit of pride and bittefneſs.** 
Page 4. 9 

IDR TEST and ABHOR your Sr IRI T and TEMPER,” Page 5. 

« I view you as one 1NTOXICATED with PRIDE and Fury, 
te and or oF YOUR RIGHT MIND.“ Page 19. 

«© What an awFUL PROPHANATION of a ſacred text.“ Page 
25. 

% You kick AcAIxSsT TrUTH, and gentle Admonition, 
& like a WILD BvLk of Bas HAN.“ Page 31. 
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„ 1NGLY-PREJUDICED againſt you. 
me contradicts ii: I muſt beg leave in the firſt place, Sir, to 


Can any body for a moment even admit the thought that ſucli 
Appellations as theſe are due to a Man who is truly choſen and 
by God into the Miniſtry, as ſne allows, and is daily 


evidenced by the divine power witneſſing and bleſſing his miniſtry 


to the hearts of many heafers? It is a piece of the greateſt blaſ- 
hemy (ſave that of the Phariſees againſt the Saviour) 1 ever 

eard or read. f 

And Thirdly, In her letter to Mr. H „ the ſaith, 

4% My mind, Sir, has been for a GREAT WHILE PAST EXCEEDs* 


Page J. But in page 5 


2* affure you, that I have not, neither EVER HAD aNY per- 


* Tonal diſlike, enmity, or PREJUDICE WHATEVER againſt 


« vou. Aftcrwards, that ſhe may ſmooth and palliate the lie, 
and cardidly reconcile theſe very oppoſite aſſertions, ſhe ſays, 
I ſpeak as in his preſence, when J ſay my mind never enter- 
<* tained any prejudice againſt you, but what aroſe from the 
«« conſideration of your PRIDE, BITTER SPIKIT, and ERRo- 
«© NEOUSSENTIMENT.” I would obſerve upon this, Did ever 
any one conceive a prejudice or hatred to another, but it was ow- 
ing to the mind, temper, diſpoſition, &c.? Are not theſe ever 
the ſole cauſes of prejudice, diſhke, or enmity ? Enmity cannot 
#if6 to any perſon conſidered merely as a human being; for if it 
could, the ſame diſlike would extend to all mankind, whereas it 
is natural to love one's benefactor, and the world will love his 
own, John, chap. xv. ver. 19. And univerſally, the ſame man 
that is the object of hatred would be the object of eſteem, if he 
had a different mind, diſpoſition, or temper. Hence they who 
deteſt and abhor a man, on account of his pride, temper, ind 
bitter ſpirit, deteſt and abhor him eERSONALLY, to all intents 
and purpoſes whatever. How then can ſhe ſubtilly attempt to 
blind peoples eyes, by faying that ſhe has no perſonal diflibe, en- 
mily, or prejudice Whatever againſt Mr. H —- ? If ſhe per- 
fiſts in this, that ſhe does not d:{like him perſonally, neither does 
ſhe lie, ſhe muſt either own that it is the Goſpel which ſheis pre- 
judiced againſt, or declare that he is poſſeſſed of the devil, and 
cxſteth out devils by Perlzebub the prince of the devils, and on 
that account it is that H abkors him. | 

My readers, from this ſkerch, will perceive the outlines of her. 
As for my part—I am ſhocked at the woman, 
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Erratum.— Page 5, line 265 for“ avj/bes”” read c aviſh,” 
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